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Farm Ready Research webinar series – The Farm Ready Research series includes topics on dairy, beef,
small ruminants, and farm management. I have been participating in the animal health workgroup and
spoke on a webinar in February. My topic was “the Silver Hour, Animal care on the farm and beyond”.
My topic focused on addressing cow care at the time of culling and making sound decisions based on her
current health and her ability to manage a trip to the sale barn and processing plant.
Based on post-meeting evaluations, respondents indicated 67 percent strongly agreed and 33 percent
somewhat agreed the webinar will result in a review or the development of an assessment protocol for
cull cows before they leave the farm. Eighty-three percent of respondents indicated they strongly
agreed their awareness and knowledge of practices that can positively affect the viability, sustainability,
and or the profitability of their farm or the farm(s) they advise increased based on attending the
webinar. Comments include: “This was great, thank you”; “Excellent speakers-easy to understand with
clear messages and without excess verbiage that makes it difficult to follow. Thank you!!”; and “Thank
You! Well done!”
Webinar guest speaker – I presented a program similar the Farm Ready Research presentation, however
it was more focused on how to improve a market cow on the farm to receive a better price at market.
The program was presented to farmers in central Wisconsin as part of the Marketing with Confidence
Series of webinars.
National Joint Council of Extension Professionals (JCEP) – I virtually attended the National JCEP
Conference for professional development opportunities. I attended sessions on virtual learning,
technology, and attended the National Association of County Agriculture Agents meeting. My meeting
registration was paid by the Wisconsin chapter of Epsilon Sigma Phi, which I am a board member.
Epsilon Sigma Phi – I am a board member of the Wisconsin Chapter of Epsilon Sigma Phi, a professional
organization for Extension professionals. I virtually participated in the board meeting this month and
served on the awards committee. I judged award applications and participated in an organizational
meeting discussing which applications would go on to the national competition. The national meeting
will be held in October in Savannah, GA provided COVID restrictions are lifted.
Pesticide Applicator Training – Pesticide Applicator Training will be held online with a self-study only
this year, but in some cases, applicators cannot take the training or exam online due to lack of a reliable
internet connection. In this case, they can purchase the manual and I will proctor the exam. I proctored
the exam for two applicators in February.

Research – I am working with a small workgroup on a research project focusing on the Phenotype of
Dairy Beef cross calves. I was able to collect data on the first 25 calves at a farm in Kewaunee County.
Two researchers from UW-Madison were also present and collected 3-D images of the calves for later
use. We will return to the farm in April to reweigh and measure the calves. In the meantime, I plan to
enroll more calves in the project from the same farm and another one in the county.

